
MINUTES 
PUBLIC SAFETY/FINANCE COMMITTEES 

JULY 19, 2021 
 

The Public Safety and Finance Committee met in a joint meeting on July 19, 2021 at City Hall. 
 
Present:  Chairman Jenkins, Alderman Braun, Alderman Connor, Chairman Bredeman, Alderman Gould 
Alderman Vanbruwaene, Alderman Sharp, Mayor Hughes, Police Chief Mettille, Office Manager Passage 
Also Present:  Sergeant Duro 
 
The meeting was called to order by Chairman Jenkins at 4:47 p.m.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No public comment 
 
PURPOSE 
Establishing an Equitable Sharing Program - MEG - Chairman Jenkins advised that this was the only 
agenda item and Chief Mettille would explain. 
Chief Mettille explained that MEG was the Multi Enforcement Group and when they seize property 
(funds) 1% of the seize would come to the City of Chillicothe as we are a part of MEG.  He explained 
legislation changed in January that will no longer allow them to keep Federal money that is obtained in a 
seizure.  The law changed for all task force entities.  Due to the change MEG was looking for an entity to 
be a fiduciary for the task force.  This would require paperwork and separate accounts.  Chief Mettille 
recommended that he and his department that on this responsibility.  He will work with the person that 
is currently providing this task to be able to understand and be responsible for providing the service. 
He explained that the city would receive $500.00, when and only if money is seized to provide this 
service.  We would continue to receive the 1% when and if a seizure is made even if it is decided not to 
be the fiduciary for MEG.  He has drafted a memorandum of understanding and there may need to be 
an ordinance passed.  He recommended that this be a listed agenda item on the next council meeting to 
refer it to the city attorney for review and recommendation as to what ordinance or ordinances would 
be necessary to provide this service along with reviewing the memorandum of understanding.   
A discussion was held regarding the chief being responsible for this and what cost would be incurred. 
Chief Mettille stated that any costs such as attorney or audit expenses that the city would incur would 
be reimbursed by MEG.   
Chairman Jenkins as the chief to explain how the money that the city may receive may be used. 
Chief Mettille read the following list of allowable expenses 
Law Enforcement operations and investigations 
Law enforcement training and education 
Law enforcement public safety and detention facilities 
Law enforcement equipment 
Joint law enforcement/public safety operations 
Contracts for service 
Law enforcement travel and per diem 
Law enforcement awards and memorials 
A discussion ensued regarding the funds the money would be placed in. 
Chief Mettille explained regarding the accounts that would be opened and who may sign for 
expenditures and stated this is something the attorney would also advise the city on.  He also explained 
that he believes the largest liability would be not completing the paperwork correctly. 
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Sergeant Duro explained that since the law changed they are forced to seek this service by another 
entity and that the MEG task force was for the Tri-County area only.  He also explained that the fund 
would not be make expenses on a regular basis.  He would mostly allow the money to grow and make 
larger purchases.   
 
Chief Mettille explained that he is on the board of MEG and why the city of Chillicothe was reached out 
to regarding taking on this fiduciary responsibility. 
 
After discussion, the consensus of the committees was to move this topic to the council for the approval 
to have the attorney review the memorandum of understanding and to prepare any ordinances and 
procedures that are necessary for said task. 
 
There being no further business the meeting adjourned at 5:17 p.m. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Chairman Jenkins 
Public Safety Committee 
 
 
 
 
 


